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Epistemology:

(a)
"The theory of knowledge of how it is that (people) come to have knowledge of the external 
world."  (The Penguin Dictionary of Sociology)

(b)
"The philosophical theory of knowledge - of how we know what we know."  (Oxford 
Dictionary of Sociology)
(c)
"The branch of philosophy concerned with the theory (or theories) of knowledge, which 
seeks to inform us how we can know the world."  (Collins Dictionary of Sociology)

This course will concentrate on different theories and discourses dealing with the production of knowledge and with the evolution of sociology in Canada and the United States, concentrating on the succession of "paradigms" and their relationships to the wider society.  The broader concern of this course is that of epistemology, but as applied to case studies.  We wish to examine how or even if "social location" affects the content of (social) science.
aa)
Course Outline Introduction; Study Skills

a)
The Positivistic View of Science and its Revision by Karl Popper
b)
The "Columbia School" of a Positivistic Sociology

c)
The Chicago School:   "Ambiguous Scientism"

d)
Karl Mannheim:   Raising the Spectre of Relativism

e)
Ludwick Fleck:  Contemporary of Mannheim;  Precursor of Kuhn

f)
Merton and Parsons:   The Social Context of the Organization of Science and the Mertonian 
School:  Crane, Gieryn, Stephen and Jon Cole, Zuckerman.  Parsons' critique of positivism.


g)
Thomas Kuhn and the Structure of Scientific Revolutions                                        
h)
The "Edinburgh" and Related Schools:  "SSK" = Sociology of Scientific Knowledge, "STS" 
= Science and Technology Studies, "NNS" = New Sociology of Science:  Society and the 
Content of Science (Barry Barnes, David Bloor, Steve Shapin, Donald MacKenzie; related 
authors H.M. Collins, Trevor Pinch, Michael J, Mulkay).
i)
Postmodernism:  Foucault, Hayden White, Ben Agger, Pauline Rosenau, John Murphy.
j)
The Feminist Challenge:  Dorothy Smith, R.A. Sydie, Sandra Harding

k)
The Empire Strikes Back:  Gross and Levitt, Harris, Bunge, Roth, Stove, Landon, Lakatos, 


Popper, Nanda, Schmidt, Gross et al., Sokal, Koertge ed, Baker.
l)
Case Studies:  Chapters 2-6 in Nock's Star Wars in Canadian Sociology.
The mark for this course will depend on oral reports on particular reading assignments which shall be presented in class initially; also a term paper assignment will be distributed in October and returned in December.  There will also be one short written report based on one of the oral presentations except when there are five or fewer students.
Some students write their own point-form summaries for their oral presentations and this may be useful to presenters and listeners (including the instructor).  Overheads may be used.  However, please avoid Powerpoint.
Note:  a short chapter on oral presentations is included in the 2002 edition of Making Sense by Margot Northey (see Appendix).  The same is also true of Lee Cuba's book.
BOOKS – AVAILABLE AT THE LU BOOKSTORE

1.
Thomas Kuhn, The Structure of Scientific Revolutions.  3rd ed. 1996.
Several copies of 1st and 2nd editions available at the LU Library;
 no Index in these editions.


2.
David Nock, Star Wars in Canadian Sociology:  Exploring the Social Construction


of Knowledge.  1993.

One copy available at the LU Library.

RECOMMENDED READING


3.
Several copies of David Nock's bound rough draft manuscript Knowledge Wars in 


Sociology will be made available on reserve or through other means.
REQUIREMENTS


4-5 Students



Four Oral Reports (15% X 4)............................................................60%




Term  Paper……………………………………………………….. 40%
6-7 Students


Three Oral Reports (15% X 3)......................................................................... 45%



Term  Paper………………………………………………………………….. 35%



One Shorter Written Report based on one of the three Oral Reports………... 20%
8 - 11 Students


Two Oral Reports (15% X 2)........................................................................... 30%



Term  Paper………………………………………………………………….. 50%



One Shorter Written Report based on one of the two Oral Reports…….…...  20%
Because this course is a combination of lecture and student presentation, this above schedule is provisional and depends on the total number of students enrolled.  If there are fewer than six students the number of oral reports presented in class will increase.  However the shorter report will be abbreviated or curtailed.  Thus if there are five students, each one will present four reports orally.  In any of the above scenarios, the professor expects to "lecture" or address the class for about half the time with student presentations to take about half the time.  Other modes of instruction may also be tried such as formal occasional class discussions or debates, and a film or two.  This flexibility about course evaluation must exist because of doubts as of August about enrollment.                                                                                                                              
All written work should use proper grammar, spelling and style.  See the Appendix on Scholarly Writing and Related Concerns.  Written and verbal presentations should assume that the reader-listener is an intelligent but uninformed person who needs to be "briefed".  Informed critical and or contextual comments are always in order.  What the last sentence means is that it is expected that students will read some secondary and critical or contextual works which they will use intelligently and critically themselves in the writing of the written reports and the term paper.  In other words, the written and oral reports, when submitted, are expected to be more than summaries or précis as is the term paper.
Caveats, Cautions and Encouragements
  1.
Students are encouraged to engage in active reading of personal copies of textbooks - making notes in margins, underlining or circling key words, sentences and concepts, making your indexes as you go along.

 2.
Students are advised that personal attendance at classes is correlated with better grades.  Material tends to be related from one class to another and attending the occasional class here and there tends to discourage making connections.  If you are away, having a friend "take notes" may be helpful, but it will never be a perfect alternative to your own presence.  To quote Susan Day "Learning in Large Sociology classes" Teaching Sociology 1994, vol.22, April:161, "this study made clear that students who attended class more often scored higher on essay and multiple-choice examinations than students who attended class less often."

 3.
Students should know what plagiarism is and the penalties involved.  Plagiarism includes prose which does not resemble the student’s authentic writing style as well as more obvious forms of academic theft (see Appendix).  Plagiarism includes far more than 'buying' the work of other persons.
 4.
Assignments must be handed in on time.  A late penalty will be applied.

 5.
Students are encouraged to speak up, make points, and ask questions as all these encourage learning and understanding. 

6.
It is expected that students will make an effort to use proper English grammar, style, and spelling in all assignments.  
 7.
The professor is not responsible for the choice of the room.  This is done by bureaucrats armed with computers.  Do not blame me if there is discomfort in sitting, seeing, or hearing.

8.
Please arrive in class on time (ideally a little early).

9.
Scholarship should not be a grim matter.  Try and enjoy the course.  Always remember that 
what you put in, will influence what you get out of it.  Bringing the right attitude of 
curiosity and interest is more important than the amount of knowledge you possess at the 
beginning.
10.
To limit disruption to your fellow students, the following has been suggested:  turn off 
cell phones, pagers and watch alarms, restrict conversation to class-related topics and 
avoid eating and drinking.  Such eating and drinking interrupts other students, the 
instructor--and the student who might be eating and drinking as well!  A lunch break 
will be provided.   Avoid knitting.  In general, avoid diverting your attention or that of 
others or the instructor from the objectives of the classroom.  Please note, recent 
research points out the ineffectiveness of so-called “multi-tasking”!  Academic work 
should be treated with the commitment and attention of any valued advanced pursuit.
11.
Do not ask the instructor in any fashion whatsoever to raise your grade because you "need" a higher grade.  Also, students should not indicate in any manner whatsoever that they need a certain mark or grade.  Such requests undermine the entire grading system and in the words of a student quoted in the Toronto Star newspaper, it is not fair to the other students.  You alone are responsible for your mark by the quality of your work.  This can be improved by conscientious effort aided by one or more of the books listed. (See Appendix on Scholarly Writing and Related Concerns).
12.
Sociology 5111 is a required course for Sociology M.A. students.  It may not be suitable for graduate students from other departments.
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Construction and Constraint:  The Shaping of Scientific Rationality, ed. Ernan McMullin.

1992

Socializing Epistemology, ed. Frederick Schmidt.

1994

Rationality and Relativism, eds. M. Hollis and S. Lukes.
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APPENDIX

Scholarly Writing and Related Concerns

1. A Guide to Writing Sociology Papers by The Sociology Writing Group 1991, 1998.

2. The Sociology Student Writer’s Manual by William Archer Johnson. et al. 1998, 2002.  

3. The Students’ Companion to Sociology by Jon Gubbay et al. 1997.

4. Making Sense:  a student’s guide to research, writing, and style by Margot Northey, 1983, 1993, 2002.  The 2002 edition has a chapter on oral presentations.
5.
Making Sense in the Social Sciences:  a student’s guide to research, writing, and style by Margot Northey and Lorne Tepperman 1986 and 2002.  

2002 edition has a chapter on oral presentations.
6.
A Short Guide to Writing About Social Science by Lee Cuba.  2nd edition in LU Library.  Newer edition 2002 (4th).  This book also has a short section on oral presentations.
7.
Lambert, Stephen. 1997.   Great Jobs for Sociology Majors.

8.  Stephens, W. Richard Jr.  1999.  Careers in Sociology.  
9.  Strongly Recommended Website:  

www.canberra.edu.au/studyskills/learning/

Students should BUY ONE of the first 
six books above (Numbers 1-6). 
Also recommended are the Oxford, Penguin and Harper Collins Dictionary(ies) of Sociology and the Gage or Oxford Canadian Dictionary.  Also works by Rudolf Flesch on the art of plain writing and speaking are helpful.
